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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.39
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-STATE LABOUR BUREAU.

Eton. H. SEDDON asked the Chief See-
retary,-1, What was the number of appli-
cants for employment at the State Labour
Bureau for the months of July, August,
September, and October? 2, What were the
engagements each month-(a) by Govern-
ment departments; (b) by municipal auth-
orities; (c) by other employers?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
July, 2.468; August, 2,202; Septemuber,
1,844;, October 1st to 29th, 1,864. 2, (a)
July, 217; August. 85; September, 56;
October 1st to 29th, 75. (b) Nil. (c) July,
260; August, 320; September, 306; October,
1st to 29th, 356.

BILL-ABORIGINES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Introduced by the Honorary M1inister
and read a first time.

BILLS (2)-REPORTS Or COMMITTEE.

1, Agricultural Products.
2, Dried Fruits Act Continuance.
Adopted.

BILL-HIGH SCHOOL ACT AMEKD-
MENT.

,etond Reading.

HON. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [4.37] in moving the second reading
said: I had hoped that in introducing this
Bill very few words would have been neces-

eary from me in commending it and ex
plaining it to the House. Unfortunately
however, and very unexpectedly, certain op
position arose from a quarter that to me a
any rate was least expected. No douh
members have read the various memorandi
which have been sent out by the Diocessi
Council of the Anglican Church protestinj
against the Bill. I am glad to say that, a1
a result of an interview between the chair
man of the governors of the High Schoo
and some members of the Diocesan Council
their apposition has been withdrawn or
certain conditions. The diocesan secretary
Mr. Fisher, has requested that the corres.
pondence that passed between the govern
ors of the High School and the Diocesar
Council should he read to the House, it
order that it may he recorded in "Han.
sard. " It is my intention to read that
correspondence in conformity with theii
wishes, and unfortunately that will involv(
me in making explanations and introducinN
an aspect to this Bill that I had hoped ic
avoid To explain the opinion that aros.,
ix is necessary for ine to iRequaint the Hous(
with a certain amount of ancient history
concerning secondary education in thiq
State. In 1858 Bishop Hale, of the Church
of England, was the first person to start
a secondary school for education. He had
certain ideals which were common at that
day. Ideals in education have, of course,
very much -changed since then. When
Bishop Hale started what was then known
as Bishop Hale's School, he did so in order
that a Church of England school might be
founded, at which one of the subjects at
any rate was that the scriptures should be
taught in their original tongue. The con-
stitution of the school consisted of its be-
ing governed by a body of persons, all be-
ing members of the Church of England, and
three of whom had to be clergymen of
that church. One of the conditions laid
down was that the head master should
also be a clergyman of the Church of Eng-
land. The school flourished for a time. It
started with 23 boys. It was largely sup.
ported through the pecuniary assistance of
Bishop Hale himself. flis involved him
in considerable financial sacrifices 'in order
to keep the school going. As one can real-
ise, in 1858 the community was a scattered
one; the people were poor, and it was a
very hard task to keep a school of that kind
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going. Bishop Hale made great sacrifices.
It is extraordinary the number of boys who
attended that school and who subsequently
distinguished themselves in the history of
the State. After a few years the school
fell into financial difficulties. It then re-
ceived a subsidy from the' Society for the
Promotion of Christian Knowledge, and
the name was altered to the Church of
England Collegiate School. The constitu-
tion remained the same. This also had a
chequered financial career, and Bishop Hale
being translated to Brisbane as Bishop of
that city, and his support, I suppose, then
being withdrawn, the time came when the
school would have been closed hut fo,' the
fact that one of the master§ who was there
at the time, Mr. E. W. Baynes, after-
wards known as Colonel Baynes, by ar-
rangement with the church authorities,
took it over as a private school, of course
with the favour of those who had been
running it. The same boys went from the
Church of England Collegiate School to
Mr. Blaynes' school, but it was entirely
a private institution and no longer under
the direction of the Church of England.
If it was impossible for thie church to run
the school, it very soon became apparent
that Mr. Haynes could not do so from the
financial point of view. An agitation
then arose that the State itself should sup-
port a secondary school. In 1875, long be-
fore the days of responsible government,
after very considerable op~position a Bill
was passed throughb the Legislative Council
of that day. The principal provisions of
that Bill I have not been able to ascertain.
In its passage through the Council it met
with strenuous opposition, and on being pre-
sented to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies~for the approval of His Majesty,
it was disaillowed. In the following year,
1876. another Bill wvas introduced to the
1 egi-dativ'e Council, known as the High
School Act, 1870. as at result of which the
High School was established. It provided
that the governon. of the school should be
Iapplointed by the Governor in Council. It
also provided that the education ait the school
.should be exclusively secular and that the
headmaster, instead of being a minister of
religion, should be a university graduate
and not a minister of religion. The school
received a subsidy from the State, but that
was subsequently withdrawn in 1912.
Those are the facts. There is no dispute

whatever about them. The High School was
established under the auspices of the State;
the governors were nominated by the Gov-
er-nor in Council; the school was entirely
devoted to secular education, and the head-
master was to be other than a minister of
religion. It was mainly through the influ-
enee of the late Hon. George Randell, who
was a member of the Legislative Council at
that time, that the Act was passed. Of
course, Mr. Haynes' school had been strug-
gling along, and, by arrangement, the High
School took over the boys from Mr. Haynes,
and Mr. Haynes himself went to the High
School as second master. Hle could not be
headmaster because he was not a university
graduate although a capable teacher. These
are facts that cannot be disputed, and they
show exactly the connection between Bishop
Hale's School and the High School as it
is to-day. But the interpretation placed up-
on those facts has given rise to considerable
controversy. On one hand, there are a cer-
tain few of the old boys of Bishop Hale's
School who never identified themselves with
the High School. 'Mr. Alfred Burt is one
of them, and they maintain there is no con-
nection between Bishop Hale's School and
the High School. On the other hand, there
is Sir Walter James, who was one of the
first boys to attend High School. He has
a legal mind and has written-

Sinve the flr9t boy attended on tbe opening
day 'in 18.58 of ltishop Hale's School, there is
a continuing chain, without one missing link,
bindingi the lad wvlo ioi,,cd yesterday with the
olest and first %,h~olir-L. S. Eliot C.M.G.,
I.R.O.

That is the opinion of a trained legal
mind. T have not a trained legal mind, hut
I should say that while there is a chain and
there are links, those links have been twisted
andl wrenched, b~ut never broken. I would
prefer to adopt another simile and say that
just as the phoenix arises from the ashes
of a pre-existing phoenix, so has the High
School risen from the ashes of Bishop
Hlale's School through the medium of Mr.
Haynes' private school. There is, however,
this important difference that whereas the
phoenix arose fronm the ashes of an identi-
cal bird that was its parent, the High School
is not identical with Bishop Hate's School,
but is of a different plumage altogether.
One of the grounds upon which the Dioce-
san Council protested against the High
School adopting the name of Hale-it will
be noticed that we are not asking permis-
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sion to adopt the name "Bishop Hale," 'always been pisased to have their father's
which is ant important difference-as. set out
in the memorandum that has been circulated
among members Of the House, is that they
say Bishop Hale established a school for
boys with the declared object of teaching
them the Scriptures in the original tongues.
That may have been one of the ideals of
the founder, but it was not capable of real-
isation. I do not suppose there is a second-
a, y school in Australia to-day where the
Scriptures are taught in the original form
in the Greek or Hebrew language.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Were they the original
tonguest

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: So far as I know.
I should imagine that was what was in
Bish~p Hale's mind.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The original tongues
may have included Arabic as well.

Hon. A. 3. H. SAW: Another ground
of objection raised by the Diocesan Council
is that the education to be given at the
High School, as set out in the High School
Act, is exclusively secular. That is quite
true, but I think it is well known to the
Diocesan Council that the governors of the
High School, 'while conforming strictly to
the spirit of that Act, have perhaps some-
what ignored the letter of it, inasmuch as
for quite a number of years the day's pro-
gramme at the school has always been
opened with prayers read by the head-
master, and with the reading of a chapter
from the Scriptures. The parents of
every boy who attends the school rein-
formed of that fact, and the intimation is
conveyed to them that if they do not wish
their boys to attend, the latter need not pre-
sent themselves at the school until later on.
As a matter of fact, I do not know that it
will astonish members of this Chamber when
I inform them that parents of all creeds
or no creed, or even of creeds such as that
of the Jews, send their boy' s along and are
not offended because pray' ers and a chapter
from the Bible are read in the presence of
the pupi's. Although the Diocesan
(Concil ba-c their opposition to our
adoption of the name of Hale for
the school on that around, it is per-
feetl 'v well knownv to them t hat the school
does open in the way I have mentioned. The
zovernors of the High School did not em.
hark upon the framing of the Bill now be-
fore hen, members without seeking the per-
mission of the Hale family. The representa-
tives of that family who are still alive bare

name connected with the High School, and
in 1914 they gave their pernission for the
adoption by the high School of Bishop
Hale's coat of arms as the school badge.
When I was away during the war, 1 hap-
pened to meet Mrs. ]3isdee, a daughter of
Bi~op Rate and the wife of Colonel Bisdee,
the first Australian to win the Victoria
Cross, which he earned in the South African
war. In conversation with me, she expressed
the appreciation of the family at having
their father's name perpetuated in that way.
Mr. Harold Hale, a son of Bishop Hale,
forwarded a photograph of his father to be
hung in the High School building. Before
the governors embarked upon this scheme,
they sought the permission of Mr. Hale to
have his father's name associated with the
present school, and they received a telegram
from him expressing his great appreciation
of the compliment and honour done to his
father's memory. I myself received a letter
from Mr. Harold Hale, wvho was an old Cam-
bridge friend of mine, and was in Western
Australia in connection with the Forrest
River Mission. While in the Kiruberleys he
had the misfortune to be speared in the arm,
which became paralysed, and he had to give
up his work. The letter was dated the 25th
September, 1929, and was as follows:-

It was a great pleasure to see your name
amkongst those of the governors of Perth High
S3chool, wh'Io have been responsible for such
kind thought for the memory of my father.
You wiill have seen myc letter to the chairman
tel'ing- how greatly I :appreciated this.

Raving received the sanction of the Hale
taniily, it came to us as a surprise when the
Diocesan Council saw fit to lodge a protest
on the grounds I have mentioned. One
would not have been surprised if the Dio-
cesan Council had thought fit to associate
any of the Anglican schools, which they
themselves have established in Wester-n Aus-
tralia, with the name of Bishop Hale. Al-
'bough they have started three secondary
.schools for boys and three for girls, they
have not seen fit to honour the name of
i-ihop Hale in any way. T am afraid that

this protest ik perhaps in the nature of an
afterglowv of the intense sectarianism that
used to prevail many years ago I am glad
to k-nowr that the spirit of sectarianism has
died down to a Iarze extent. As hon. mem-
hers can see, at the time the High School
was started, it was so intense that provision
was made t'at the teaching in the school
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s hould be entirely secular. Only the %ther
day I attended a luncheon held by the Pres-
byterian Church in connection with its jubi-
lee in this State. I think it was His Excel-
lency the Governor who, during the course
of the speeches at the luncheon, referred to
the excellent relationship that existed be-
tween the churches of the different denomi-
nations in this State. He said he had been
informed that this was probably largely due
to the influence of the late Archbishop Riley.
T notice that in yesterday's "West Austra-
lian" there appeared a statement by Arch-
bishop Mannix regarding the appointment
,of Mr. Scullin to the high position of Prima
Minister of Australia. Int his comments,
Archbishop Mannix alluded to the fact that
Mr. Scullin was the first memberr of the
Roman Catholic Church to be the Prime
Minitzter of Australia, and he paid a tribute
to the Australian people for the tolerance
they exhibited in religious matters. For
once, at any rate, I agree with Archbishop
Mannix, and T was delighted to notice that
he commended the spirit of tolerance that
has spread throughout the community dar-
ing my life time. That is entirely different
from the spirit that prevailed while I was
a boy. The Bill was drafted largely at the
request of the 'High School Old Boys' Asso-
ciation. For a long time they have been
anxious that the name of the school should
he changed, and they preferred the name
of Hale because of that link which, as I
have indicated, exists between Bishop Hale's
School and the High School The governors
thought that in this Centenary year of
Western Australia, when we speak so much
in honour of the memory of the pioneers
of the State, we could not do better, when
changing the name of the school, than. asso-
ciate it with that of Bishop Hale, who was
the founder of sevondarv education in West-
erni Australia. That is whyv we adopted that
nasme. We do for a moment claim that the
High School has any connection whatever
ith the Church of England. We do not

claimi that we are identical in any way with
the school that was started by Bishop Hale;R
we have merely soughlt to perpetuate the
name of Bishop Hale, who, we know, did so
much for secondary education in Western
Australia and with which we are a con-
iiecting link. I have referred to some great
names, in Western Australian history, names
of those who went to that school of Bishop

Hale's. There is the name of Forrest-both
Lord Forrest and Alexander Forrest; the
name of Burt-the late Septiinus Burt; the
name of Parker-the late Sir Henry Parker,
who was Chief Justice, and, fortunately, we
have two well-known Western Australian
families represented and still living who
went to Bishop Hale's school. They are
closely associated with the High School in
so tmuch as they are governors-I refer to
Sir Edward Wittenoons and Mr. Frank Wit-
tenoom. I myself have a slight connection
with Bishop Hale's School because my eldest
brother -went to that school. Unfortunately
he died in early manhood when he was on
the eve of starting a very successful career.
It so happened that when I came back to
Western Australia over 30 years ago to prac-
tise mny profession, Mr. Haynes, who had
taught my late brother as a boy when he
was at Bishop Hale's School, told me that
my brother was the ablest boy he had ever
had through his hands dtining his long period
as a schoolmaster. The older generation
went to Bishop Hale's School, and their
boys wvent and are still going to the High
School to receive their education. Quito a
number of them hare attained distinction
in Western Australia. I am sorry to have
detained the House so long, hut I thought
it was important that I should make an
explantation about the letters that have
passed between the governors of the High
School and the Diocesan Council. In con-
formity with the wishes of the Diocesan
Council, I propose to read those letters-

Church Office, 22nd October, 1929.

Dear Mr. Davy,
This is to confirm the interview the Adminis-

trator (the Yen. C. Hudleston, M.Ai.), Messrs.
G4. F. Ifoore, and 11. T. Fadhury (Diocesan
Trustees) anda the writer had 'with you yester-
dlay regarding the proposal to change the
name of The High School Jo Hale School,
wherebyv it was agreed-

1. That you endeavour to g-et the gover-
nors of the Histh School to withdraw the clam
of the 1858 foundation (which you -say YOU
think they are not entitled to) and substitute
the date 1876 on the school badge.

2. That at the next session of Parliament
you introrluer a H1ilT to enahle religious in-
struction to be imparted in the school, and a
minister of religion to be eligible for appoint-
ment to the position of headmaster.

3. The Sill to be delayed in the Legi~ls-
tire Council until the governors have had an
opportunity to consider the position next Mon-
dlay.

r!29
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In the event of the above being given effect
to the church authorities to withdraw their
opposition to the IBiL.

Yours faithfully,
JAS. 0 FiSHER,

Diocesan Secretary.

The Governors of the High School mat and
considered that letter. They did not quite
agree to those propositions, but they did
agree that this letter should he written by
Mr. Davy.

J1. 0. Fisher, Esq., Diocesan Secretary, Church
Office, Perthl.

Dear Sir,
X confirm my teleplhone conservation with

you of a few minutes ago as follows:-
In consideration of the Church authorities

withdrawing their opposition to our Bill, the
B~oard of Governors of the High School are
agreeable to the following undertakings:-

1. That we wvill withdraw our claim that
the High School was founded in 1858, and de-
lete reference to same from the school badge.

2. That wo will use our best endeavours to
'induce the Government to introduce a. Bill
,next session to delete from the High School
Act the word ''secular,'' and insert in lieu
!thereof the word ''undenominational."

Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) T. A. L. DAVY.

It will be seen that there is a slight distinc-
tion between the proposition of the Dio-
cesan Council and the reply of the gov-
ernors of the High School. The governors
of the High School are quite willing to
ask the Governmen~t to introduce a Bill
to remove the words "exclusively seen-
lar education" and substitute "undenomi-
national education." But the governors
of the High School are not prepared
of their 'own volition to throw the
Hig-h School irnto the cauldron of controversy
over sectarian matters. If the Government
care to introduce a Bill, it will be welcomed
by the governors of the High School, be-
cause it will only enable them to do by Act
of Parliament that which is already being
done at the school, that is, the reading of a
prayer 4nd the reading of a chapter from
Scripture. The governors of the Hirh
School have entirely disclaimed any inten-
tion to ask the Government to withdiraw, the
present han of having a mninister of religion
as hea~lmaster of the school. They do not
desire it either in theory or in practice and
they will not be a party to it. It is hardly
necessary for me to read the whole of the
correspondence that has taken place.

Tie Chief Secretary: Perhaps you bad
better do so.

Eon. A. J. H.L SAW: Very well.

Church Office, 30th October, 1920.
Dear Sir,

Your letter of the 29th inat, with regard to
the Proposal to chaqnge the iaaae of ''The

High School. Perth," to "'Hale School" wax-
Considered at a meeting of the Diocesgau Ioun-
cil held yester'lny. In consideration of the
governors withdrawing thc claim that the
school was founded in 1858 by bisnjop Hale,
and undertaking to use their best endeavour
te induce the Government to introduce a Bill
next session to provide that the school shall
not be "exclusively secular,'' the Diocesan
Council withdraws its opposition to the Bill.
It was felt that this action of the governors
would do much to remove any idea which
might be created by associating High School
with the name of ''Hale,'' that the High
School is a secondary school founded by an
Anglican flishop Bishop Hale's object in
founding is school was not so much to pro-
vide secondary education in the State as to
ensure that such education should be definitely
based upon "'the principles of the Christian
religion," and being an Anglican Bishop
naturally as such principles arc -interpreted by
tbe Church of England. To attempt to asso
ciate a school in which the teaching must bE
''exclusivelyv undenoxinationnl," with a par,
ticular religious body, would he unfair to that
bod , , and might be detrime-ntal to the school
as well. The opposition of the Chiurch of Eng.
lanid authorities to the proposed change Uc
'Hale'' was due to their desire to prevent
any misconception of these points.

Yours faithfully,

J0. ISHER,
Dioceesan Secretary.

As I have already said, the High School i5
entirely undenominational. Its governor!
are appointed by the Governor in Counc-i
and no question of the religion of the gov
ernors has ever entered into anybody's caleu
latiori. 1 have had the honour to be agovernoi
of the Hfigh School since ISM5. As a mattei
of fact, so far as the last three governor
who have been appointed a,-e concerned, I
do not know ad do not care what their re
ligion is. We have had prominent member
of the- Methodist body on our board of gov
ca-Hor and never has thle qulestion of religirn
cropped up in conneetion with the school
That i4true al-4o a-s n-ards the appointmen
of the nasten4 of the school. Not very lonp
ago we hadl an excellent mqster at the sehon
-the first assistant manster-who was; a meni
heFr ot the Catholic Church end we were ver
glad to have him. We do not inquire ahou
relig-ion: all we are concerned about is tha
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the masters shalt be men of good character.
At the present time I understand the head
master of the High School is a member of
the Methodist Church, but that does not con-
cern us and we do not desire to be connected
in any way or to represent in any way that
we are connected, with any religious body. It
may be weakness, but it is also strength. We
have strictly endeavoured to carry out the
spirit in which the Act of 1876 was framed.
I move-

That the Bill1 be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate; reported without amendment aind the
report adopted.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.

1, Mental Deficiency.

%Industries Assistance.
Received from the Assembly.

BILL-MKAIN ROADS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Committee.

Hon. J1. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Sceretar, in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1 to 5--a-reed to.

Clause 03-Amendment of Section 21:

Ron. H. STEWART: I move an amend-
mert-

That the words ''Subsection (3) of,'' line
1, be struck out, and that after ''by," line 2,
there be inserted ''omitting the words 'on his
own initiative or,' in Subsection (1), and
by."

Section 21 reads-

The Governor may, on his own initiative, or
on the recommendation of the board, declare
any road to be a developmental road for the
purposes of this Act.

When the 1925 measure was before this
Chamber, on endeavour was made so to
frame the Bill that either the Minister or the
Governor could act on the advice of the
Main Roads Board in declaring a main or
a developmental road. and to remove en-
tirely the possibility of any Government

utilising the bourn s powers. After the select
commnitte's recommiendation to that effect
had been approved almost throughout the
Hill, the board being substituted for the Min-
ister in practically every instance, the Gov-
ernment asked for the insertion of the words
",On his owna initiative." These wvords con-
stituted a vexed question during the final
passage of the 1925 Bill. The Government
declared it was intolerable that a Minister
or the Government should not have develop-
mental roads built where they were needed,
and contended that the Main Roads Board
might refuse to declare a certain road to be
a developmental road where this was desir-
able, or to build a developmental road where
it was required. But for those words. the
hoard wvould be the deciding authority in
both respects, and work could not he done on
such goads without the board having first
satisfied themselves, and advised the Min-
ister, that such a position should obtain.
The retention of the words was finially ap-
proved by the manager- as a compromise,
"the Governor" being substtuted for ' the
Minister." Last session's select committee
on. Main Hoads Board admuinistration oh-
faizied evidence slowing that the position
under which payment of £853,000 has been
refpsed by the Federal Government to this
State-and the refusal is likely to be per-
mianent-on the ground that the work was
done by day labour instead of by contract,
could not have arisen.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Stew-
art's object is to deprive the Governor of the
power to declare a developmental road on
his own initiative. Mr. Stewart desires to
render a recommendation from the Main
Roads Board necessary to that end. To place
such a power in the hands of any person
or body not subject to Parliament would
be most unwise. The construction of develop-
mental roads should be an important phase
of general policy. Such roads feed the rail-
wvays. A body like the Main Roads Board,
not in any way subject to Parliament, could
take up such a stand against developmental
roads as would be opposed to the best in-
terests of the country; and if Mr. Stewart's
amendment is carried, the board would be
quite within their rights in doing so. The
existing Act empowers the Main Roads
Board to recommend, but also empowers the,
Governor-in other words, the Minister--on
his own initiative to take action. and thent
to se&( the endorsement of the Executive
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Council. Xr. Stewart's amendmaent proposes
to tie the Minister's hands as to declaring
developmental roads, notwithstanding his
having been convinced by members of Par-
liament and local representative men, who
would have a better knowledge of the situa-
lion than the Main 'Roads Board could
have, that the declaration or construction of
a developmental road "'as essential to the
progress of a particular district.

Heon, H. STEWART: The argument just
used by the Chief Secretary secured the in-
corporation of the words in the 1925 meas-
ure. There is no need to labour the ques-
tion. No Main Roads Boardl could exist if
placed in a position to decline to recommend
a developmental road desired by the Govern-
ment. If the members of the board were not
conversant with public requirements in that
respect, they would he unfit for their posi-
tions They are now investigating road work
for the Government in every direction. The
Government look to them in most instances
for advice of this very nature, and so do the
Development and Migration Commission as
to the 3,500 farm scheme. The Cormuittee
will be safe in carrying the amendment.
The taxpayers would have been better off to-
day had the select committee's original ire-
commendation been adopted.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

- .. 14

Majority for..

An'

Hon. S. Ewing
i4"n. J3. 1'. Franklin
Hnn .Fr Pt-Y Han
Hon. V, Haeierstsy
Hon. E. H. Harris
Hon. .1 .. Holmes
Ron. G. A . Kempton

Wn. 3. Ri. Rrown
Han, J7. K1. Prow
Hon. E. H. Cray

S.

Hon. W. J.
Mon. G. W.
Wfin. E. Re
Hon. H. A. SI
Mon. ff. 8t
Hon. H. J.
Hen. H. Be

a.

Hon. W. H.
Hon. A. 3.
Hon. G. Fnz

Amen'! ent thus passed; the
anmendod. aireed to.

Clauses 7, 8--agreed to.

Clause 9-Amendment of Seetli

The IbHIEF SECRETARY:' I mlove a'
amendment--

That the following words be added to t'
clause-' 'The said section is further arnendec
by deleting the words 'subject as hereisafte!
provided,' in paragraph (b) of Subsection-
thereof."I

The Solicitor General informs me tha
those words, "subject as hereinafter pro
,iided," are now meaningless.

Amendmnent put and passed; the elause
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 10-Repeal of Section 30 and sub
stitution of a new section:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move a'
amendment-

That in line 4 of Subsection .3 of the nov
Section 30, "traffic'' be struck out, n
''license'' inserted in lieu thereof.

The word "license" appears elsewher
throughout the Bill. I do not know how thi
word "traffic" got in.

Hon. H. STEWART: I should like t
know the reason for this amendment. Tb
question arises whether the proposal ahonlc
not apply exclusively to motor licenses, leas
ing out horse-drawn vehicles.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am inL
formed that to bring it into harmony witl
the Act, and with the remainder of thi
Bill, +be correct word is "'license.' If thi
hon. wuember desires, we can go further ixil
the matter, and if necessary recommit thi
clause.

A-mendment put and passed.

8 Hon. H. STEWART: The Bill provide
that the contributions by the local author
ities for 1925-26 are waived. That was thi

Mann fist allocation under Section 30 of the Act
Mle On the second reading I read a letter fron

vs the Williams Road Board pointing out hom
ephaaon it would affect them. They put up thi
'YM~and same ease to the select committee of thi

doen Assembly, but the points raised were no
(?.uer.), answered by the chairman of that commit

tee and do not seem to have been taket
K . Won into account by the committee. Anothe

Ji Raw allocation has since been made, and a thin(
Lter is to be made. I am informed that thi

(retir.) money collected when the Federal tax wa

clause, an ia operation was quite sufficient to rende
unnecessary those allocations, and that then
is no reason why No. 2 and the one stil
to he made should be collected. But thos,

omn 28: allocations have been made and an anu
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payment asked for from each of the local
authorities affected. I should like to know
defntely from the Chief Secretary whether,
if the Committee decides that the local au-
thorities shall make contributions on the
basis of the second and third allocations,
the contributions will lie required for one
year only, instead of annually for a 10-year
period, or whether the amount allocated is
to he an annual payment. It is of very great
importance to the local authorities. Sup-
pose, say, the Greenough Road Board had
to pay £04 per annum for a considerable
period in accordance with Section 3.0 of the
principal Act, which has now been wiped
out. The Bill does not provide for the
waiving of the second allocation. If we are
to let the second and third allocations go
through, we may involve the local author-
ities in the payment of contributions up to
22 2 per cent,. and in addition they may
have to pay for a period of years an annual
amount to cover the interest. We want from
the Minister a clear pronouncement as to
whether the second allocation is to be waived.
Under the second allocation the local auth-
orities may he asked to pay for two years,
and under the third allocation they may
be asked to pay for one year. Although
Section 30 will be repealed, unless the posi-
tion be safeguarded the local authorities may
be penalised with the annual payment-

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Under the
Bill the assessment made for the one year
19'26-27 will be waived but no more. What
the amounts are I do not know.

Ijon. H. STEWART: Further informa-
tion should be made available betore we pass
the clause. Let me quote from the select
committee's examination of Mr. Herbert
Camne, secretary of the Williams Road
Board-

Under the old scheme, too, it is presumed
that the percentage arrived at was based on
the understanding that some boards would
ultimately benefilt If that wasn in the mind of
the board in framoing the allocations, they
miust have allowed for that. Under such ar-
rangemnentsi sonie hoards have heen hit unduly
hard. while others hare benefited considerably
because of fbr -work already done in their
districtq. If there Ls to be any wiping off, it
should be for the lot, and a fresh start should
be made. We are in favour of the 25 per cent.
3eductinn, reroznising that the 'Main Roads
Board must. have funds to enable thn to
function.

By the Chairman: 1. think the explanation
Df the position you have referred to 59 he-

tween your boardl and the Armadale board is
thalt a large percentage of the expenditure

you m~entioned did not come from within the
four corners of the scemere at all; it was a
special grant by the Federal Government?-
No, that £45,000 was spent, under the joint
scheme.

I know some money was spent on that road,
about £ 20,000. It was a speeia grat froza tso
Commonwealth 7-Froma the Main Roads
B3oard 's report you will see that under the Fed-
eral Aid Road Act Joint Agreement of 1926-
27, Armadlale had £20,000 in the one year and
£25,000f in the next y'ear, 'while Gosnells had
£-22,000 and f28,000 re,,pectivcly. During that
period only £713 was spent in the Williams
district, Y'et Arniadale in 1926-27 was asked
to iwi £900, and in the next year the contri-
lbution was dropped to £135, while ours was
still left at £E989.

By Mfr. Clydesdale: What will you be con-
tributing under the 25 per cent. proposal?-
Roughly 1250l per annum'. Our tax for the
first year was £64. In the next year it was
£30 for maintenance, plus £64 at 0' . per cent.
on. £989. The next year the contributions were
the same. But under that system within tea
years 'we would be paying back nearly the
whole of our rateable revenue.

By 'Mr. Lindsay: What is the mileage of
main roads in your district 2-It i 31 miles.
That. is the Perth-Albany-road.

Eventually you will be relieved of the main-
tenance of that roadf-Yes.

For your board it is a reasonable propo-
sition 7-Yes, but not for the outback boards.

If we pass subelause 5 as printed, the al-
location over the 30 years may still con-,
tinue. To remove anomalies, safeguard the
future and clarify the position, I move an
amendment-

That in line 3 of Subelause 5, "1year 1926-
27" h1e struck out with a view to inserting in
lien the words ''years 1926-27, 1927-28, and
1928-29.11

I don not know whether I am doing right
by proposing to strike out "year 1926-27,"
but I see no other way of adding the "s" in
order to cover the other two years.

Hon. H. SEDD ON: Does the amendment
to be proposed by the Chief Secretary affect
the question raised by M1r. Stewart?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Stew-
art's amendment would mean the wiping out
of the whole of the assessments since the in-
ception of the board. Speaking on the spur
of the moment, I should say that over
£1,000,000 of State money has been expended
on the construction of main and develop-
mental roads, and Mr. Stewart now proposes
with a stroke of the pen to wipe out that
liability to the Government. flow will the
State meet interest and sinking fund on that
moneyl It is a singular amendment for Mr.-
Stewart to move because he was responsible
for the Act that has brought about the-pre-
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sent state of affairs. Now, after a lapse of
three years, he proposes to deprive the Trea-
sury of interest and sinking fund for moneys
spent on road construction.

Hon. E. HI. Harris: Can that be done
under the road agreement between the Com-
monwealth and the States?

Ron. HE. STEWART: I san seeking in-
formation. The Minister should be able to
explain the exact position. His amendment
on the Notice Paper confirms my impression
that whereas the executive of the Road
Boards Association have a certain under-
standing with the Government, they do not
expect under the new arrangement to have
to make an annual payment extending over
30 years in connection with the second allo-
cation. I do not think the Government in-
tend to collect the annual amount, which in
the case of a number of road boards is £64.
Under the new arrangement the Williams
Road Hoard will'be contributing £250 a year
from their traffic fees, whether work is done
in their district or not, and other local au-
thorities will be making similar eontribu-
ltions. I want to know what we are doing.
'My amendment refers only to the payment
for one year. The road board executive are
not anticipating having to ray each year at
the rate of £64, plus another £250. we
cannot have two methods in operation at
the one time. I do not wish to deprive the
Government of the means of finance, and I
have no desire to penalise local authorities
for any lack of uinderstanding on our part.
Under the Bill the Government will receive
mnore than if they carried on under the old
schemne. We should have a clear statement
so that we may he able to inform local au-
thorities upon the subjec'.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Hill
speaks for itself. Only one year's assess-
mrent will be waived. If the Williams Road
Board have a grievance it must be the only
one aiuon"st all the local authorities. If
the hon. member applied to the Main Roads
Board he would he given full particulars of
the matter.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I take it that for
1927-28 and 1928-29) the n-uqeqsments will he
made in accordagnce with the previous9 ar-
raingement, in which case only one year will
be waived. Mr. Stewart wants to know
whether the annual percentage ass;essmenk%
for these two years, will he carried on for
the succeeding -period,. or whether the new
arrangement will supersede them.

The Chief Secretary:- The old assessments
will be carried on.

Hon. H, SEDDON: And in addition the
road board will pay 221/ per cent.

The Chief Secretary: That started on the
30th June last.

Hon. H. Stewart: I am sure the road
board's executive do not appreciate that
position.

Hon. H. SEDD ON: If that is so, there is
something in Mr. Stewart's contention. The
road boards do not know that they wil have
to carry on under the old system for 30
years, and in addition pay the 22/ per cent.
provided in the Bill.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Representatives
of local governing bodies have repeatedly
asked me questions about this matter. I
understood that the percentages were to be
fixed with the allocations. I amn now afraid
that in many instances the whole of the rev-
enue of local authorities will be absorbed.

Hon. H. STEWART: The feeling in the
country is that the Bill wilt do away with
all payments under previous allocations as
from the 30th June last. Roaad hoards do
not expect to have to make annual payments
on the basis of previous assessments. I can
find no authority for the statement that
boards will pay only on two allocations.
The fear is that they will he called upon to
pay £E64 per annum on one allocation either
for 10 or 20 years. I want to know whether
the £64 will have to be paid for one or two
years or for the longer period.

The Chief Secretary: When were the
assessments mnade on the basis of 964!

Hon. H. STEWART: They come in under
the 1928 assessments. Are the traffic con-
tributions to ipe out all the old assess-
mnents?

Amendment (that the words proposed to
1M1 truc~k int, "~year 1926-27," ho~ struck

ont) put and a division taken with the fol-
lowing result:-

Ayes
Noes

-. .. .. 11

Majority for

-rnn* K. 14. H Maill
HODn. V. Hlamersl-y
HOD. E. H& Harris
Hon (I. A iKenptoti
Hon . W. 31. Mann
Mon. R. Rose

:1

Alum.

Hon. H.* Seddon
Hon. H. A. Stephenaon
Hon. IL. Stewart
Unit. H. .1. lellsad
R on. J. Ewing

1234



[30 Oman, 1929.] 13

Noss.
lion. J. IL Brown HOD. J. S. Holmes
Hon. S. Cornell HOD, W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. M. Drew Han. A. Goein
Moo. J1. T. Franklin Han. 0. W. Wies
HODn. 9. H. Gray Hion. G. Fraser

(1'eaer.)

The CHAIRMAN: I have recorded my
deliberative vote with the noes.

Amendment thus passed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.030 p.m.

The CHAIRMAN: Just prior to the tea
adjournment the Committee had resolved to
strike out the words "Year 1926-27" in
Subelause 5, with a view to inserting other
words. The question now is: That the
clause, as amended, be agreed to.

Hon. H. STEWART: I will move that
the words I indicated be inserted.

The CHAIRMAN: I can allow an amend-
ment only so far as the words "1.927-28 and
1928-29"1 are concerned. The Committee re-
solved that the words "1926-27" be struck
out. In the circumstances "967"cannot
he re-inserted by the same Committee.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: When Mr. Stew-
art was speaking he mentioned that phase,
and said he did not know how he could
secure the deletion of the word "year" with
a view to inserting "years."

Hon. H. Stewart: I received no guidance
fromt the Chairman.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Mr. Stewart in-
timuated what he wished to do, and I under-
stood he had to follow the course he pur-
sued in order to deal with the word "Year."

Hon. H. Stewart: I told the Chairman
that 1 did not know how to secure the amend-
menit with regard to the word "years."

The CHAIRMAN:- I specifically asked
Mr. Stewart to write out his amendment.
The proper way for the amendment to have
been moved, in order to achieve his object,
would have been to strike out the word
U",year" with a view to insertinge "years," and
Owen after "V.26-27"1 to have inserteud "1927-
28 and 1928-29."

lion. 1-. STEWVART: I quite realise that
what you say, Mr. Chairman, is correct, but
I ask for your ruling as whether "numbers"
are "gwords')

The CHAIRMNAN: Of course, they are
words.

H1on. H. SEDhUOIN: Before we pro-
eeed further with the subelause. T sug-
gest we should get a statement as to what
is involved in the clause as it stands and in

1235

what it will be if amended in accordance
with Mr. Stewart's desires. Perhaps the
Chief Secretary will report progress so that
we may get a definite idea of what the posi-
tion really is.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: During the
tea adjournment I had an opportunity of
discussing this matter with the Minister for
Works, and I found that the attitude I took
up was strictly sound. If the clause were
amended as 'Mr. Stewart suggests, it would
mean that the Government would be de-
prived of all interest and sinking fund
charges due to them in connection with
the construction of permaznent works
and also in connection with main ten-
ance -on work cavricd out since the
inception of the hoard. I would re-
fer hion. members to Section 30 and
they will see that if the subelause is amended
as8 suggested, all apportionmnts will be
wiped out as well as all interest and sink-
ing fund charges due to the State for a
period of 30 years. That will be the posi-
tion.

Hon. H. STEW11ART: We now have a
definite pronouncement from the Leader of
the House. I think I sin correct ini saying
that the executive of the Road Boards Asso-
ciation and every local governing authority
in the State are under the impression that
that is not the position they agreed to when
they negotiated with the Minister rttgarding
the deletion of Section 30, and the substita-
tion of the principle of contributions on a
percentage of trafflo fees. I would like the
'Minister to defer the final consideration of
the clause until we have an opportunity of
finding out the attitudes of the roads boards.
If that is done, and 1 am clear in my mind
as to the position, I shall not proceed wvith
the amendment. Now we have received that
pronouncement from the Giovernment, there
may be a rude awakening on the part of the
executive of the Road Boards Association
and others regarding- the agreement arrived
at.

The Chief Sec-retary: I said that was the
position from the first.

Hon, It. SEDDON: T take it, as a re-
sult of the M1inister's statement, the position
will he that all boards have had an allca-
tion for 1928 and 1929, and will be due
for such allocations for a period of 30 years,
in addition to the 221/ per cent. mentioned
in the Bill.
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The Chief Secretary: That is the posi-
tion.

Hfon. H. STEWART: If progress were
reported, we could deal with the whole posi-
tion in a different Committee.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I suggested
that the consideration of the clause should
be postponed, but M~r. Stewart persisted in
discussing it. I am agreeable to reporting
progress.

Progress reported.

BILLr-1WAI) DISTRICTS ACT
ARMMENT.

Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the 22nd October,

HON. V. HrAMEESLEY (East) [7.41]I:
The Bill is an important one, but I cannot
see eye to eye with some of the amendments
to the parent Act that are suggested. Some
of the amendments were included in previous
measures that we have had before us and
even then we could not altogether accept
them. For instance, there is the suggestion
to change the name of road boards. I have
always held that the present designation of
road boards is definite and indicates the re-
lative position occupied by members of local
governing authorities in the localities over
which they exercise jurisdiction. T cannot
see that any benefit will be obtained in alter-
ing the designation of road boards to dis-
trict councils. It seems. to me that it xili
bring the boards into the political atino-
sphere. Already there are councils, with
their presidents, in connection with the Pri-
mary Producers' Association, with political
organisations and with other interests.. It
would be a mistake to change the name of
road boards to councils from that standpoint,
and there is just the danger of creating a
feeling of political control or organisation.
For many years past the road boards have
carried out their functions ably and wvell.
The Government did not see fit to make the
alteration when they appointed the Main
lRoads Board, which is presided over by a
chairman. I cannot understand the reason
for the proposed alteration. It is claimed
that the duties of the members of the
boards have grown in recent years. But I
fail to see that the mere altering of the
title of the chairman of a road board to
that of president of a district council will

in any way more dlearly define the function
those people 'will be called upon to perform
I aim pleased that the Bill does not tendl
upon the voting proposals that were a fea
tare of the Bill that was previously hefon
Parliament. From time to time this Roani
has shown very plainly that it believes ii
ging additional voting power to those whi
pay the major portion of the rates in
particular locality. With regard to the Bil
generally, many of the proposed amendment
will he helpful. The duties of local authori
ties are increasing and we are awar thai
many members of country boards take a
keen and active interest in their work. Par
ticularly do we know that they are speciali
interested in valuations. There are clause
in the Bill dealing with this aspect tha
may require close scrutiny because they pro
pose to give to the Minister powers tha
will enable him to override the court. Al
the present time, if an individual is noi
satisfied with a valuation, he can appeal kc
the court.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Which court?7
Hoin, V. IfAINEPRSLEY: The local court

It has been the practice that the Miaistei
has arranged with the Taxation Departmeni
to send their officials along and so safeguard
the interests of that department. A clans
in the Bill will give the Minister particulai
power. M y impression is that though ii
may be quite right, it should receive oux
close attention. M1inisters come and Minis-
ters go, and we are aware that many peoph
pay rates not only to the road boards but tc
the State and Federal Governments as well,
The question of values is very much involved
and one valuation is wrapped up with an-
other. If we give the Minister power tc
override the local court, it may prove a de-
parture that may act harshly. When we are
able to appeal to a magistrate, we feel a

sseof security, hut we have not that same
feeling when we appeal against a decision
of the Taxation Department. There the
appeal is from Caesar to Caesar. it is
claimed that there are very few appeals
agains-t the Taxation Department's assess-
ments. We know, however, that that depart-
mnent boasts that it sits over everybody and
consequently any person who tries to dis-
pute any of the department's decisions is
foolish. Tf the department do not catch you
in one way, they are bound to do so in
another. I know of an instance where a man
felt that he was harshly treated by the de-
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partment. He had not the money with which
to pay his taxation and asked that it should
be bold over until an amount of £50 owing
to him by the Government was paid to him.
His request for tinmc to pay was refused,
in spite of the fact that he had nothing with
which to pay, sod that he was willing to
pay on receipt of what was due to him by
the Government, HRe thought that he could
win on an appeal, but he declared that it
would be useless because if he won the de-
partment would set out to catch him in some
other way. When the Government discharge
their debt to him, he will then pay not only
his taxation but the fine imposed by the de-
partment. Fears are expressed that tax-
payers will he robbed of their rigrht to ap-
peal to the court.

Hon. E. U. Harris: They will still have
the right under the Bill to appeal to the
court.

Ron, V. HAM-NERSLEY: Possibly I have
not read the Bill correctly, but I am under
the impression that the Minister will be able
to override the court. Anyway, there is no
harm in drawing attention to the matter. I
do not approve of the proposed method of
electing members of the board at the one
period, That is a drastic change to effect.
The existing system has 'worked very well;
members. retired in rotation in a manner
similar to that adopted in connection with
the constitution of this House. I n that
way there were always two members of the
board remaining and they were an fait with
what was going on. The radical chiange of
electing all the members together may have
a serious effect, especially where boards have
been looking ahlead for a year or two, and
where consistency in policy is essential. I
am convinced that the new proposal will not
work to the advantage of any district. One
new member can always learn something
from those who have served the district
for a time. The idea of a clean sweep is
objected to by many of the ratepayers. If
a change has to be made, it should be made
gradually, We know what mistakes can be
made by having a clean sweep of a board
It is easily possible in this way to fall out
of the frying pan into the fire. I hope in
this respect it will be possible to amend the
Bill. In other respects I support the pro-
posals.

On motion by Hon H. Stewart, debate
adjourned-

BIJL-VERfl( ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.
Resumed from the 24th October; Ron.

J. Cornell in the Chair, Hon. H. J. Yel-
land in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMUAN: Progress was reported
on Clause 2, "Amendment of Section lO00a,"
to which an amendment had been moved by
Mr. Hamersley, "That the following be
added to the proviso :-unless such hold-
ing is used for agricultural or pastoral pur-
poses.'"

Ron. E. H. GRAY: The amendment
should be withdrawn, as the adoption of it
would create a curious position, altering
the established practice in regard to rating
these properties. Indeed, I wish the pro-
posed exemption went further. It is un-
fair that orphanages, charitable institutins,
and church 'organisations controlling such
properties as farms for the public good,
and chiefly for the benefit of young people,
should be taxed under measures like the
Vermin Act. If the amendment is carried,
those controlling church properties will
still be compelled to keep down vermin; the
proposal is merely to exempt them from
being rated.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 12
Noes . .. . .. 7

Majority for

Hion, F. I1. 1I, Hall
Hon. V. Hawereley
Han. E. H. Harris
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. W . J. Mann
Hon. 0. W. Miles

Hon. J. R. Brown
Ron. J7. M. Drewr
i-inn. 0. rraser
Ron. E, H4. (Iray

Awl

Noito

5

Hon. J. Nicholson
Hot. R. Rose
Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hnn. H. Stewart
Hen. G. A. Kempton

Han. W. H. Kitan
Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. LT Ewing

(Tdifer.)

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

New clause:

Hon. G. W. MILES: On behalf of Sir
Edward Wittenoom I move-

That the following new clause be added, to
stand as Clause 3-"--The Third Schedule to
the Vermin Act, 1918, is amended by adding
at the end thereof 'and kangaroos njorth of
thne 26th parallel of latitude.' "'
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In the North, kangaroos are vermin, and
possibly do more damage there than rab-
bits do in the south. Northern pastoralists
cannot during lean periods spell a paddock,
because the paddock is eaten out by kanga-
roos before stock can be placed on it. Sooner
or later, it seem, the qjuestion will be
whether sheep shall be protected or kanga-
roos. Further south, in what may be termed
the middle North, emus are a pest to which
the Vermin Act should also apply. Sir
Edward Wittenoom's new clause merely em-
powers the Minister to schedule kangaroos
as vermin.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I see no objec-
tion to the new clause. A number of Nor'-
Westers to whom I have spoken on the sub-
ject are unanimous as to kangaroos being
a menace which should be checked.

Hon. H. STEWART: "North of the 26th
parallel of latitude" should be struck out
of the new clause. I have just been busy
among my constituents, and serious repre-
sentations have been made to me concern-
ing the damage done by kangaroos. At
Nyabing a man whom I have known for
some years as a fine settler, and one who
has put up a great struggle to succeed, told
me that the kangaroos were as bad as the
rabbits. I had intended to interview the
Minister administering the Vermin Act on
that subject. If the royalties demanded by
the Government were wiped out, it would
help towards the eradication of kangaroos,
the skins not being worth much. Heme is
an illustration of the necessity for not only
carrying this amendment, but for carrying
it when given a wider significance.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
achieve his object by striking out all words
after "kangaroos."

Hon. H. STEWART: I may conclude by
doing so. This Nyabung seti Icr declares
that in one year on 130 acres 300 kangaroos
and brush were killed by traps, in addition
to which large numbers were destroyed by
poison. In the same district is another settler
who declares that 30 per cent, of his crop
is lost to kangaroos. He contends that but
for this pest, the settlers would not have to
go to the bank for extension of time for
the payment of interest and for other con-
siderations. It is the ravages of the pest
that serve financially to embarrass the set-
tlers. I move an amendment-

That the words ''north of the 26*th parallel
of latitude" be struck out.

Hion. G. W. MILES: I accept the aend-
ment, and I hope the Committee will agree
to emus being included in the third sche-
dule.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The amendment if
carried would have disastrous consequences.
If there weic anything like a general de-
mand for the amendment it would come in
from the farmers and settlers to the Gov-
ernment. Such a drastic provision should
not be agreed to, except in the form of a
Government Bill.

Ron. G. W. MILES: I think the Gov-
ernment will accept the amendment. I have
discussed it with the Minister for Agricul-
ture, who said the original Vermin Act was
brought in practically at the request of the
pastoralists and the agriculturists. They
are the only people contributing to the
fund under that Act. The Minister assured
me that if the pastoralists and farmers
would request him to bring the kangaroo
under the Vermin Act, there would be no
difficulty about it. All that the pastoralists
and farmers are asking is that they should
be allowed to use the fund for the destruc-
lion of these pests. The Minister told me
there was no need to amend the Act, that
the power was already there.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Well, why not act on
it?~

Hon. G. W. MILES: If the Committee
agree to the amendment, it will be an indi-
cation to the Government that it is required.
Then we could have these two pests brought
under the Act.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am in sympathy
with the people of those portions of the
State where kangaroos and emius are a men-
ace, but I realise there are other portions
of the State where they should be pre-
served. Already the Minister has power to
act if representations be made to him that
emus and kangaroos should be declared ver-
mini in any particular district. Yet I have
not beard of many such requests.

Hon. E. H. H,. Hall: The Chief Secretary
wvent to Northampton recently to receive a
deputation on that very point.

Hon. G. FRASER: That was only one
request. We should not, on the say-so of
one or Iwo members, ag-ree to this drastic
amendment. If any local authority wants
kangaroos or emus declared a pest, it is

2pnly necessary to make representations to
the Minister.

Hon. HT. SEflDON: T would he prepnred
tn support the original amendment, hut it

1238



[30 Oaniz, 1929.) 13

ha. now been given a different shape. I
remind members that there is a certain
amount of responsibility in preserving wild
life, and that while kangaroos and emus
may he a menace north of the 26th parallel,
below that line ibeir fate might well be
left to the discretion of the Minister.

Hon. H. STEWART: Under the Vermin
Act, vermin are defined as any animal or
bird mentioned in the third schedule, and
such other animals or birds the names of
%%hili (lie Government may by pro'lama-
lion add to filie tllir(I whedule. The new
clause pre.-wribes that kangaroos north of
the 26th parallel shall be included in the
third scthedule. I pr~opose to exteiid the
scope of that.

lion. K. U. Gray: The Committee will
not agree with you.

Hon. H. STEWART: A few of them
may not.

Hon. E. H. Gray: A lot of them will not.
Hon. H. STEWART: Like the hon. mem-

her, I put entirely beyond the rights of
kangaroos the well being of men, women
and children who are suffering shortage of
food, clothing and comfort. because of the
depredations of those animals. The amend-
ment many not achieve my objective. I
suggest to Mr. Miles that in seeking to place
kangaroos in the third schedule lie achieves
nothing in regard to their destruction. The
amendment of the Vermin Act, passed in
1926, imposed a tax on pastoralists and
farmers for the eradication of wild dogs,
eagle hawks and foxes. But that -would have
nothing whatever to do with the eradication
of the kangaroo if the kangaroo were in-
cluded in the third schedule. If Mr. M1iles
seeks from that special fund aid for the
eradication of kangaroos north of the 26th
parallel, lie will meet with some opposition.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: If Mr. Stewart's
amendment he carried, kangaroos will come
under the Act, and their destruction will be
compulsory. At present it is not obligatory
to destroy kangaroos, though any one can
get permission from *the Minister to destroy
them if they are a mnenace. In the settled
areas there is a growing sentiment in favour
of the preservation of native fauna. and our
marsupials are of special interest, If pro-
tection be removed, settlers will he under the
obligation to destroy kangaroos. if the
members representing the North are pre-
pared to accept the responsibility for the
amendment, they may do so, but I am op-

posed to the general application of the pro-
posed new clause.

The HONORARY M-inISTER: If ap-
plication be made as stipulated in the Act,
kangaroos may be declared vermin in any
district. In the Port Hedland, West Kim-
berley, Nullagie, Marble Bar, Roebourne,
Tableland, M.iurehison, Ashbnton, Gascoyne,
Minilyn and Meekatbarra districts, kran-
garoos have been declared vermin at the
request of the local authorities. Conse-
quently there is no need to amend the Act
as suggiested. The department have no ob-
jection to declaring kangaroos vermlin wher-
ever they arc proved to be a menace. Mr.
Stewart's suggestion to declare kangaroos
vermin thlroug-hont the 8tate would be to
far-reaching. If the farmers in his elec-
torate are suffering from the. depredations
of kangaroos, consideration will be given to
an application to have them declared
vermin.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You could not operate
on the central fund?

The HONORARY MIN~ISTER: This has
nothing to do with the central fund. I re-
ferred the matter to the Chief Inspector of
Fisheries and Game and he does not recom-
mend that kangaroos be declared verm-in in
the country north of the 26th parallel.

Hon. H. STEWART: I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. J. J1. HOLMES:- Reference baa been
made to the members for the North wishing
to get at the special fund. I think there
has been a misunderstanding on the part of
Mr. Miles. regarding the two Acts. I be-
lieve the point was that if the pastoral re-
presentative and the agrionltural represen-
tative agreed that kangaroos, should come
under the provision, we would offer no ob-
jection. The Act was passed for the special
purpose of bringing About the destruction
of dogs, foxes and eagles, hut the Govern-
ment ,;onld] take drastic steps to exterwin-
site kangaroos and emus. I have seen emus
in droves of 50 running through crops 250
miles from Perth. They are becoming a
perfect menace in the central North. The
kangaroos in thle far North are in thousands.
and they flock to where good feed exists.
They are a serious problem. I hope some-
thing will be done to bring both the kanga-
roo and earn under the special Act dealing
wvith dogs, foxes and eagles-

Hon. H, Stewart: Are you serious?
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H on. J. J. HffOLMES': Did not the hon.
member express solicitude for the struggling
farmees whose wives and children were going
-hungry because of the depredations of kan-
garoos?

Hon. H. Stewart: I did not suggest
touching the central fund for the puqiose.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If the hon. mem-
ber was serious; why not include kangaroos
and eweus?

Hon. H. Stewart; Because it would be a
breach of an honourable understanding.

Hon. J. J. HOLMS: I am not aware
of that. It is idle for Mr. Fraser to argue
that nothing is ever heard of this trouble.
The people out back are so accustomed to
being neglected that they have given up hope
ond just battle along. The greater the
number of people, the greater the noise they
make; and the greater the noise, the more
they get done. Some of the people to whom
I refer do not receive more than four mails
a year. They are too few to make them-
selves heard, but they are the people who
suffer.
*Ron. E. ROSE: I support the new clause.

I know something of the great increase of
kangaroos in the North and of their depre-
dations. Not only do they eat the feed out
but in dry seasons they scratch out the roots
of perennial grass-es.

Hfon. E. H. Cray: What are the niggers
ini the far -North to do if the kangaroos
are exterminated ?

Hon. E. ROSE: Kangaroos prevail not
only in hundreds but in hundreds of thous-
ands. There are more kangaroos in the
Kimberleys than cattle and sheep combined.
The new clause is necessary for the protec-
tion of pastoralists in the Kimberleys. In
no part of the State are kangaroos breeding
so quickly as there.

Ron. 3. Nicholson: What about the
co~qt of exterminating them?

Ron. E. ROSE: People have been shoot-
ing thema in thousands, bnt they are increas-
ing- faster than the sheep; in fact the sheep
owners are being driven out of the coun-
try. Unless something is done to cope with
the menace, the whole of that country will he
muined. I do not know what would have
happened to the Kimbidrley settlers if they
had not taxed themselves for the destruction
of these pests. Only those who have lived
in that part of the country know the extent
to which the kangaroos hare increased, and

the destruction for which they aae respoit
Aible.

Hon. G. W. MILES: This amendment wa
put forward by my colleague, Sir Edwan(
\Vitti'noonm.

Hon. E. H. Hlarris: Are you makinj
apologies for it?

Hon. 6. W. MILES: I am not makiNt
any apology. People who know Westen
Australia will understand what a menni
emus aind kangaroos constitute. I misunder
stood the Mlinister for Agriculture whenI
wvas speakig to him. What he conveyed t(
roe was that he was referring to the centra
Vermin Act. He stated that if the pastoral
ists and 1)rirnkary producers could agree, ar
piut np a vase to the Government, Cabine
would be prepared to bring euros and emu,
tinder the operations of the Act. From wha
f cart gather from utterances of members oi
the Country Party, there is no hope of suet

:inagrenlntbeing arrived at. Somethinj
will have to be done to assist producers ii
the Central and NLorthern Provinces to corn
hat these two evils, With the permission 01

the Committee, I will withdraw the motion t4
insert the new clause.

N ew lause, by leave, withdrawn.

Title-n greed to.

Bill rported with amendments.

House adjourned at 8.49 p.m.
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